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Diocesan Commission for Liturgy, Vasai 

(Prayer service for those who cannot attend Eucharist due to Corona Virus threat) 

Second Sunday of Easter – Divine Mercy Sunday - 19th April 2020 

 

The Queen of Heaven (The Regina Caeli) 

Head : Queen of heaven, rejoice!   

All :    Alleluia 

Head : For He whom you did merit to bear,  

All :    Alleluia 

Head : He Has risen as He said,  

All :    Alleluia 

Head : Pray for us to God,  

All :    Alleluia 

Head:  Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, Alleluia 

All :    for the Lord has risen indeed, Alleluia 

Head : Let us pray: 

All :    O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of Your Son, our   
           Lord Jesus Christ, grant that we may obtain through his virgin Mother Mary the   
           joys of everlasting life, through the same Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

Hymn:   I have got a river of life  ….    (200) 
 

Head of the family: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

All: Amen 

 

Penitential Act 

Head: My dear family members, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves 
for this prayer service: 

All:  I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly 
sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed 
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to do. (And, striking their breast, they say) through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; therefore, I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and 
Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

Head: May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life. 

All : Amen.  
 

Head:  Lord, have mercy 

All:     Lord, have mercy 

Head: Christ, have mercy 

All:    Christ, have mercy 

Head: Lord, have mercy 

All:    Lord, have mercy 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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Let us pray:  

God of everlasting mercy, who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast kindle the 
faith of the people you have made your own, increase, we pray, the grace you have 
bestowed, that all may grasp and rightly understand in what font they have been washed, 
by whose Spirit they have been reborn, by whose Blood they have been redeemed. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 

  

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:                               Acts 2:42-47 

Reader: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles  

The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the 
brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to the prayers. 
The many miracles and signs worked through the apostles made a deep impression on 
everyone. 
The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common; they sold their goods 
and possessions and shared out the proceeds among themselves according to what each 
one needed. 
They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their houses for the breaking 
of bread; they shared their food gladly and generously; they praised God and were 
looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to their community those destined 
to be saved. 
The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:                      Psalm 117(118):2-4,13-15,22-24 
 

Response: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 

1. Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 

Response: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
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2. I was thrust down, thrust down and falling, 
but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; 
he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory 
in the tents of the just. 

Response: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 

3. The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; 
we rejoice and are glad. 

Response: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 

 
 
Second Reading:                                1 Peter 1:3-9 

Reader; A Reading from the first letter of Peter 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has given 
us a new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure 
hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be spoilt or soiled and never fade 
away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, God’s power 
will guard you until the salvation which has been prepared is revealed at the end of time. 
This is a cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a short time have to bear 
being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will 
have been tested and proved like gold – only it is more precious than gold, which is 
corruptible even though it bears testing by fire – and then you will have praise and glory 
and honour. You did not see him, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you 
are already filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described, because you believe; 
and you are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the salvation of 
your souls. 

The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation                     Jn 20:29 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
Alleluia! 
 
                                    

Gospel :                                                John 20:19-31 
Reader : A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  

All : Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the 
room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. 
He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The 
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace 
be with you. 
‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those 
whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the 
holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, 
and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the 
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, 
but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it 
into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
Jesus said to him: 
‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet 
believe.’ 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not 
recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

All : Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Reflection: The story of Jesus yielding to Thomas’ demand concerning his resurrection 
is probably one of the most moving accounts in history, standing out as it does as 
irrefutable evidence to those who are slow of belief. What astonishes beyond measure 
is the way in which Jesus concedes to every detail of Thomas’ demands: ‘touch the 
scars on my hands, and place your hand in my side’. In other words, Jesus does not 
reprimand Thomas for his obstinacy, but surrenders to it. And finally, towards the end, 
he offers a mild exhortation, urging him to be an unconditional believer. The Gospel 
does not say that Thomas followed up his demands by stretching out his hand and doing 
as invited; rather, like Peter, he probably broke down, exclaiming: “My Lord and my 
God!” We can well image his inner feelings and those of his fellow disciples. Several 
of the appearances of Jesus to his disciples were when they were gathered together in 
community. The members of the early Christian community were powerful witnesses 
to mutual concern. People today, living in an isolated, consumerist, competitive and 
alienating atmosphere, especially in an urban context, long for a sense of community 
and mutual concern. That is what every Christian community should earnestly seek to 
be and provide.   

  

The Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into 
hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated 
at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection the body, and life everlasting. Amen.    

 

The Prayers of the Faithful 

Head : On this second Sunday of Easter we witness to the appearances of Jesus to his 
disciples. Jesus wishes them peace and breathes on them so as to confer on them the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Thus, the disciples are empowered for the mission. That we too 
may become messengers of the Good News, let us pray saying, 

Response : Lord, be merciful to us. 

1. For the pope, the bishops, the clergy and the religious that they may work 
towards the advancement of the kingdom of God and its values, such as, peace 
and justice which are very dear to Jesus, we pray … 
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2. As we celebrate the Divine Mercy Sunday that through the intercession of St 
Faustina the floodgates of heaven may be opened and God’s mercy may flow on 
us and on the whole world, we pray … 
 

3. That the spirit of the early Christian communities that united them in prayer, 
worship and care for the poor and the weak may become part and parcel of the 
activities of our own parish communities, we pray … 
 

4. That behaviour patterns like doubts and scruples that can endanger our freedom 
and productivity may be removed from our minds, we pray … 
 

5. For all of us present in this prayer service that the celebration of the Divine 
Mercy Sunday may prompt us to be messengers of God’s mercy which our 
Merciful Father is ever willing to shower on us, we pray … 

Head : God, our Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus who continues to 
encourage his disciples even after his resurrection. Having conferred the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and the power to forgive sins Jesus has empowered them to begin their apostolate. 
Give us the grace that we too may cooperate with your grace, we make this prayer. 

All : Amen 

 

Let us pray: 

Accept, O Lord, we pray, the oblations of your people (and of those you have brought 
to new birth), that, renewed by confession of your name and by Baptism, they may 
attain unending happiness. Through Christ our Lord. 
All : Amen 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Head: At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:  
 

All : Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
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Head : Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, 
that. by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all 
distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
All:   For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. 
 
Head : Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles; peace I leave to you, my peace I 
give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her 
peace and unity in accordance with your will, who live and reign forever and ever. 
All : Amen. 
 
Head : The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 

The concluding rites 

Let us pray:  

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that our reception of this paschal Sacrament may have a 
continuing effect in our minds and hearts. Through Christ our Lord. 
All : Amen. 
 

Head : May almighty God bless us, keep us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life.  

All : Amen 

Head : Let us go in the peace of the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

All :  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

 

Prayer for those infected by the Corona Virus 

Almighty and ever merciful God, 
You show your love to the entire universe. 
 

Hear our prayers as we lift up  
all the people infected by Corona virus  
in different parts of the world. 
 

We beg you to touch the victims and 
their families with your healing touch. 
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We thank you for the persistent efforts  
put in by the doctors to research  
an effective solution to this virus.  
May you bring success to their  
tireless efforts in this field. 

We pray for the people working  
through the governmental and health  
organizations that they may be guided by you to 
take appropriate measures to overcome this difficult situation 
and work towards the safety of the people. 
 

We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 

Hymn:   Salvation belongs   (340)     or       New life     (283) 
 


